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This experiment was conducted in two separate parts of the farm and the laboratory to evaluate
effect of sowing date and seed hydropriming on, seed cotton yield, lint and seed oil of two cotton
cultivars using a factorial experiment based on randomized complete block design in three
replications at the Research Farm of Shahed University's Faculty of Agriculture in the spring of
2018. In the laboratory section, the effects of hydropriming and two cotton varieties on the
maternal seeds obtained from the first study were investigated. In the field experiment the first
factor was sowing date with three levels: April 14, April 30 and May 15, the second factor was
hydropriming in two levels of control (without priming) and hydro-priming application and the
third factor was cultivar with two levels of May344 and Sajedi cultivars. In a laboratory study
that was conducted as a two-factor factorial in the form of a completely randomized design, in
three replications, the factors included hydropriming in two control levels (without priming) and
hydropriming and cotton cultivars including Sajedi and May344. The Results of the field this
study showed that hydropriming had no effects on weight of single boll. The weight of bolls on
the sowing date of May 15 compared to April 14 was higher in the condition without priming in
both cultivars. But hydropriming increased seed yield. The highest seed yield was obtained with
average 11.07 ton/ha in the primed seeds of May344 variety on April 14, which were more 26%
increase compared to the non-priming treatment and compared to April 30 and May 15,
respectively 9.7 and 28.8 percent. The comparison results of the average sowing date and priming
showed that the planting date of 30 April had the highest percentage of seed oil. Highest
percentage of oil with an average of 23.4% was observed on this sowing date and in without
priming treatment. The results of laboratory study showed that priming improved the germination
of seeds in both cultivars, but in Sajedi cultivar (with an average germination percentage of
97.5%) compared to MAY 344 cultivar, the germination percentage was 36.1% higher. Other
characteristics of germination such as fresh and dry weight of seedling, length of root and shoot,
length and weight index of seeds improved under the effect of priming in both cultivars.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.) is one of the most
important crops in the world, which is called "green gold"
and "king of fibers". Cotton cultivation has many
economic benefits. Cotton is the most important source
of natural fibers used in the textile industry. Fast and
healthy germination of the field is necessary to obtain
high yield with optimal quality in annual crops. Cotton
seed is severely destroyed due to the oxidation of its oil
content, which reduces the health of the seed in storage.
Priming is one of the easy ways to improve seed
performance and faster and healthier germination.
Priming is a practical technique to improve seed
germination and vigor. During priming, the seed is placed
in the early stages of germination through the initial
biochemical processes and thus brings the seed closer to
the germination point. Late planting causes the
production of a weak plant and ultimately leads to lower
yield potential, and also, planting earlier than usual
causes increased vegetative growth and subsequently it
becomes difficult to manage, and as a result, the yield
Cotton seeds are reduced. Therefore, a solution is needed
to strengthen the germination and establishment of the
seedling and to provide more use of soil moisture,
nutrients and solar radiation for the plant. Although the
positive and increasing effect of seed priming on seedling
emergence and growth has been reported by various

researchers, there is little information about the effect of
priming on cotton seeds. Therefore, this present study
was carried out in order to investigate the effect of
hydropriming and planting date on two cultivated cotton
cultivars.

Material and Methods

This experiment was conducted in two separate parts of
the farm and the laboratory to evaluate effect of sowing
date and seed hydropriming on, seed cotton yield, lintand
seed oil of two cotton cultivars. This study performed
using a factorial experiment based on randomized
complete block design in three replications at the
Research Farm of Shahed University's Faculty of
Agriculture in the spring of 2018. In the laboratory
section, the effects of hydropriming and two cotton
varieties on the maternal seeds obtained from the first
study were investigated. In the field experiment the first
factor was sowing date with three levels: April 14, April
30 and May 15, the second factor was hydropriming in
two levels of control (without priming) and hydro-
priming application and the third factor was cultivar with
two levels of May344 and Sajedi cultivars. In a
laboratory study that was conducted as a two-factor
factorial in the form of a completely randomized design,
in three replications, the factors included hydropriming
in two control levels (without priming) and hydropriming
and cotton cultivars including Sajedi and May344.

Table 1. The physical and chemical properties of the experimental field

EC pH Fe K N .
4 1 1 N . SoilTexture
(dS.m™) (mg.kg™) (mg.kg™) (mg-.kg™) (%)
4.20 7.1 2.1 8.52 376 0.11 Loamy

Results and Discussion

The results of laboratory study showed that priming
improved the germination of seeds in both cultivars, but
in Sajedi cultivar (with an average germination
percentage of 97.5%) compared to MAY 344 cultivar, the
germination percentage was 36.1% higher. Other
characteristics of germination such as fresh and dry
weight of seedling, length of root and shoot, length and
weight index of seeds improved under the effect of
priming in both cultivars (Fig 1).

The Results of the field this study showed that
hydropriming had no effects on weight of single boll.
The weight of bolls on the sowing date of May 15
compared to April 14 was higher in the condition without
priming in both cultivars. But hydropriming increased
seed yield. The highest seed yield was obtained with
average 11.07 ton/ha in the primed seeds of May344
variety on April 14, which were more 26% increase
compared to the non-priming treatment and compared to
April 30 and May 15, respectively 9.7 and 28.8 percent
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(Fig 2). The comparison results of the average sowing
date and priming showed that the planting date of 30
April had the highest percentage of seed oil. Highest
percentage of oil with an average of 23.4% was observed
on this sowing date and in without priming treatment.

Conclusion

According to the results of this experiment, performing
hydropriming in the first and second plantings can
improve cotton yield (wash weight and vyield), and it
seems that the benefits of hydropriming decrease with the
delay in planting. In this study, priming improved seed
germination in both cultivars, but the germination
percentage was higher in Sajdi cultivar (with an average
germination percentage of 97.5%) compared to MAY
344 cultivar by 36.1%. Other characteristics of
germination such as fresh and dry weight of seedling,
length of root and shoot, length index and weight index
of seed pod improved under the effect of priming in both
cultivars.
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Table 6- Mean comparison of the interaction priming and cotton cultivars in germination indices
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Table 7- Mean comparison priming in germination indices
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Table 8- Mean comparison cotton cultivars in germination indices
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