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Yarrow (Achillea spp) is one of the most important medicinal plants that have many uses in
the pharmaceutical, cosmetic and health industries. In order to study the effect of
hydropriming and hormone priming on the seed sprouting and emergence traits of
deteriorated seeds of three yarrow species, this study was conducted on three Yarrow species
of (Achillea millefolium), (A. nobilis) and (A. tenufolia). A factorial experiment was
conducted using completely randomized design with three replications in the greenhouse in
Research Institute Forests and Rangeland, Tehran, Iran in 2022. The factor A was three
yarrow species, Factor B was three levels of artificially Aged Seeds using temperature of
4071C and relative humidity of 100% (for 0, 48 hours, 72 hours) and factor C was seed
priming at three levels, including hormonal priming with three levels (0, 250 and 500 ppm
gibberellic acid), the zero concentration was considered as (hydropriming). In this
experiment, the seeds of three yarrow species, were subjected to accelerated Ageing test.
Then the seeds were treated by hydro and hormonal priming. The result of analysis of
variance showed that there were significant of main and interaction effects of species, seed
priming and seed deterioration for emergence percentage and emergence rate, emergence
index, shootlet length, rootlet length, seedling length, Vigour index, seedling fresh weight,
length ratio (RS) were significant at (P<1%). The results showed that the percentage, and
emergence rate and index of emergence two species of A. nobilis and A. millefolium under
the influence of two methods of hydro and hormonal priming (gibberellic acid 250 mg/liter)
in both and accelerated aging of 48 hours were more than the species of A. tenufolia. The
values of emergence characteristics of all three yarrow species with the effect of priming
methods in deterioration of 72 hours of accelerated aging were lower than the values of
emergence characteristics in conditions without and with accelerated aging of 48 hours.
Improvement of the deteriorated seeds of of A nobilis species were influenced by priming
methods more than two species of A. tenufolia and A. millefolium.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Yarrow (Achillea spp) is one of the most important
medicinal plants that have many uses in the
pharmaceutical industry, cosmetic and health. The
Yarrow plant is grown as a wild type in different regions
of Iran. These species can be used as low-demand plants
in green spaces or dry land areas. So, the investigation of
the seed establishment of species under different
environmental conditions is important. Seed priming was
defined as pre-sowing treatments in water or in an
osmotic solution that allow seeds to imbibe water to
proceed to the first stage of germination, but prevents the
radicle emergence through the seed coat. Regarding, the
importance of preserving the genetic resources of yarrow
species in gene banks, this study was conducted to
investigate seed deterioration under accelerated aging
conditions by applying priming treatments to restore the
emergence and vigor traits of deteriorated seeds of three
yarrow species under greenhouse conditions.

Material and Methods

In order to investigate the effect of hydro-priming and
hormone priming on seed germination and vigor of
deteriorated seeds, a factorial experiment (3x3x3) was
conducted based on a completely randomized design
with three replications. Seeds of three yarrow species
Achillea millefolium, A. nobilis and A. tenufolia were
provided from the Natural Resource gene bank of Forest
and Range Institue of Iran inTehran, The seeds were
subjected to an accelerated aging test (temperature 40°C
and relative humidity 100% for (48 and 72 hours
compared to the control). Then, seed priming treatment
including hormone priming with three levels (0, 250 and
500 mg/L gibberellic acid) coupled with distilled water
(hydro-priming) was applied to the seeds. In this study,
control and deteriorated seeds of each species were
soaked for 24 hours in solutions containing priming
hormone and hydro-priming. After applying the
treatments, the seeds were dried at room temperature
(24°C). Then all seeds were sown in plastic pots with a
volume of 1500 cm? containing an equal ratio of soil,
sand and compost as (1:1:1). The pots were placed in a
greenhouse with a temperature (20 £5°C), light (10,000
lux) and relative humidity of (65%). Seeds were watered
daily until emergence was completed. The emerging
seeds were counted daily. After the seedling growth was
completed (45 days), the seedlings were removed from
the pots and the following traits; seed germination
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percentage, rate of germination, vigor indices, root length
(mm), shoot length (mm) and seedling length (mm),
vigor index, seedlings fresh and dry weight (mg),
seedlings dry weight percentage and root shoot length
ratios were measured.

Results and Discussion

The results showed that the main effects of species, seed
priming, seed decay and their interaction effects were
significant (P<0.01) for the traits of emergence
percentage and rate of emergence, shoot length, root
length, seedling length, seed vigor index, plant fresh and
dry weight, and the ratio of root length by shoot length.
The results showed that the values of seed emergence
percentage and rate of emergence in A. nobilis and A.
millifolium species under the influence of hydro and
hormonal priming methods (gibberellic acid 250 mg/L)
in 48 hours of accelerated aging were higher than that for
A. tenufolia. The values of emergence characteristics of
all three yarrow species with priming methods in
deterioration of 72 hours of accelerated aging were lower
than control and with accelerated aging of 48 hours.
Recovery of the deteriorated seeds in A. nobilis species
by priming methods was higher than that for two species
of A. tenufolia and A. millefolium.

Conclusion

Considering the reduction in emergence traits of three
yarrow species in accelerated aging (48 and 72 hours)
compared to the control (without accelerated aging), it
was concluded that seed deterioration is one of the most
important physiological phenomena. The means of
emergence traits were higher with the effect of hormonal
priming (gibberellic acid 250 mg/L) than with hydro-
priming and gibberellic acid 500 mg/L.The highest
values of emerged traits were obtained in A. nobilis by
using hormonal priming (gibberellic acid 250 mg/L) and
hydropriming than the species A. millifolium and A.
tenufolia. Similarly, recovery of the deteriorated seeds of
A nobilis was higher than that for two species of A.
tenufolia and A. millefolium by priming methods.
Considering the favorable effect of hydro- and hormonal
priming methods (250 mg/L gibberellic acid) on
emergence traits such as percentage and rate of
emergence, and emergence index of two yarrow species,
A. nobilis and A. millifolium, it was recommended that
hormonal and hydro-priming methods for seed pre-
treatment during planting to obtaining of optimal
establishment.
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Deterioration (D)
Sesxas S
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X
disxasS
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X
sles dlgjx
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X
JIsxleixai S
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SxTxD
s
54 19.75 0.021 0.65 12.42 7.31 26.03 0.04 25.94 3.01 16.89
Error
o
EEG 7.64 8.03 11.90 9.17 10.77 8.02 12.98 12.26 10,91 10.33
CcV

== ,%= Significant at 5%, and 1% probability levels, respectively
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Figure 1- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on emergence rate in three yarrow species of

Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 2- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on emergence percentage in three yarrow species of

Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 3- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on emergence index in three yarrow species of

Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 4- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on Rootlet Length in three yarrow species of
Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 5- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on Shootlet length in three yarrow species of

Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 6- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on seedling length in three yarrow species of

Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 7- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on Rootlet/shootlet length ratio (RS) in three yarrow species of
Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 8- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on seedling fresh weight in three yarrow species of
Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 9- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on seedling dry weight in three yarrow species of
Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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Figure 10- Effect of priming by accelerated aging on vigour index in three yarrow species of

Achillea millifolum, A. tenufolia, and A. nobilis in a pot experiment.
Different letters above the columns indicate significant difference at the 5% level using Tukey’s method
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